CAN' GIVE MEA
RIPETO SCHOOL?

B

If I had a nickel for every time I heard this I’d be rich! I bet you would be
too. Now, looking back, I'm glad I was the “taxi driver” to and from so
many events. When I consider some of the best conversations I had with
my kids it was often in the car on the way somewhere or on the way home
from some event. Somehow they seemed more at ease when they sat
behind me in the back seat or as they got older, next to me in the front.

Some of the best “secrets” I ever heard were the ones I overheard while
they chatted with their friends in the backseat. It was like I was invisible;
simply a driver without ears. It’s so important that we know what’s going
on in our teens’ world; even if it’s overheard. It gives insight into their
world, the good, the bad and the ugly. Who likes who; what teachers are
jerks and what happened at school. You can ask any of those questions
directly, but chances are you’ll get the standard teen answer, with a shrug
a grunt and an eye roll.

Communication styles are forever changing, and now thanks to cell
phones and other social media, face to face conversations are more and
more difficult and less and less frequent. It’s the holiday season and our
kids will be out of school on break soon. They’ll be in and out, activities
will be in full swing and just maybe, you’ll have a chance to sit quietly in
the glow of the Christmas tree lights and have a conversation over a cup
of hot chocolate. Slow down, put the phone down, and listen to what your
child has to say, and remember the 2:1 rule. God gave us 2 ears but only 1
mouth; perhaps we’re to listen twice as much as we speak.
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Donna L. Golob
PATH, Inc. CEO
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